
REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE OVER 45’s SOCIAL CANOE CLUB FOR 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON FEBRUARY 23, 2018 
 
We have had a fairly dynamic year with some changes occurring in the Club. Firstly, we have 

welcomed a number of new members which as always enriches the club. We have also been 

enjoying an action packed social program which in my opinion, is the linchpin of the Club in that it 

enables us to relax and enjoy each other’s company in a convivial atmosphere. There have been 

some significant changes in how we approach safety issues which always holds the Club in good 

stead but most of all enables us to care for the safety of our members. Last but not least we have 

been working on the recommended changes to our Constitution in line with the Dept. of Commerce 

requirements. 
 
Our Committee was made up of 17 positions. We had four committee members, President, Vice 

President, Publicity Officer plus Newsletter Editor, Treasurer, Secretary, Program Officer, 2 

Social Convenors, Welfare Officer, Equipment Officer, Membership Officer and Safety Officer. 
 
Four Committee Members 
These were Ken, Jan, Blair and Iris. They have helped out where assistance is needed, i.e. social 

activities, attending to storage and transport of club kayak and useful input at Committee meeting. 

Blair has assisted in a number of instances, i.e. formulation of amended Constitution, Club 

Program and consultant on a number of issues. Thank you everyone. 
 
Safety Officer 
Ritchie has organised two Safety days at Pt. Walter. Both days were well attended with a short 

Club paddle, discussion on the Club’s safety rules and procedures, practising the Club’s 

recommended rescue techniques and experience a capsize, re-enter their craft, abandon their craft 

to be rescued and to tow a capsized kayak to shore. 
 
Laurie Adams, Manager Marine Safety Dept. of Transport provided an informative briefing to 

club members in October this year on Safety guidelines for paddle craft, safety equipment, life 

jackets and markers, buoys, beacons and navigable channels. 
 
Ritchie has also distributed information during the year on marine safety and skin cancer. Blair and 

Ritchie are revising Safety Rules and Procedures and Pre-Paddle briefing. 
 
Last but not least Ritchie is active on a sub-committee replacing our current constitution with a 

constitution that conforms with a generic constitution model recommended by the Department of 

Commerce. All incorporated associations are required to update and pass its constitution by July 

1, 2019. Thank you Blair, Ritchie and Ron. It is with sadness that the Committee is losing Blair as 

he takes some well earned time off! 
 
Secretary 
Sue has been vigilant in ensuring the Club are following procedures correctly and attending to 

most of the paperwork, particularly filling in for people who are away travelling. This has been 

invaluable as it has provided continuity. Thank you Sue. 
 
Treasurer 
Rick has been fastidious in preparing our figure work and has streamlined payment 

procedures. This role can be one of the most challenging in my book and Rick has devoted 

much time into ensuring accuracy and more efficient practices. 



Social Convenors 
Pam and Alan have put a lot of energy into these roles and it is obvious when we turn up for 

events and enjoy them so much. A lot of work goes into the camps i.e. Mandurah, Augusta, Moore 

River and Rottnest. The other significant events they have organised are the Anniversary lunch, 

Xmas lunch and other social dinner. We tried a different venue for the Xmas lunch at the Bentley 

Pines restaurant and was a wild success. The Family Day picnic was also again a huge success 

with many attending with their grandkids. They organised three sausage sizzles which everyone 

enjoys particularly as they are free! This is one of the ways the Club gives back to members. To 

add to the long list of ‘socials’, Pam and Alan have run the travel nights which are very interesting 

and gives us all ideas on where to go in the world. 
 
It is with sadness for us all that Pam and Alan have stepped down and we thank them so much 

for providing fun for us all and we wish them well. 
 
Alan has also kept tabs on paddle attendance lists each Friday and compiled statistics on each 

paddling participant so we can issue awards at the Christmas lunch. These awards for this year 

are as follows: 
 
Paddler of the Year - Terry McCartney (42 paddles) 

Runner Up (relatively new member) - Andrew Tsotras - 

40 paddles. 

Gold - Rosemary Mero - 300 paddles (overall)  
Silver - Terri Poole, Rick Poole, Ken Lowe and Wim Vervest - 200 paddles  
Bronze - Linda Harris, Ron Mutton, Iris and Bob Philpott and Brian Mooney - 100 paddles 
 
Congratulations to these people 
 
It is worth noting that with 87 financial members, 19 participated in 20 or more paddles for the 

year. This is typical as we are a travelling club and some of us get waylaid with injury sickness 

etc. 
 
Equipment Officer 
Terri keeps an inventory of our equipment which is available at this meeting. Thank you Terri. We 

have had two club kayaks in storage but the Committee agreed to sell one of these to a club 

member. We decided one kayak for loan by prospective members was adequate. We thank Ken 

for storing our other kayak and transporting it to venues for use of visitors. This involved a lot of 

extra work. The storage of this kayak is now with Sonja and we thank her for this and transporting 

the kayak to venues when required by a visitor. 
 
Membership Officer 
This role requires ongoing attention, particularly this year as we have had a lot of movement in 

the club. It also involves the most amount of paperwork as we give out an Indemnity form to new 

paddlers to read and complete and a copy of the Club Safety rules which is then followed by a 

membership application form after they have completed three paddles with the Club. Bob’s role is 

to follow up on all this and communicate with new paddlers other relevant information. Thank you 

Bob. The Club membership statistics are as follows: 
 

 2017 2018  
 

Past members 27 33 +6 
 

Members 81 87 +6 
 

New full members 
10 8 

+10 
 

Associates -2 
 

Life Members 3 3 0 
 



Waiting (guest paddlers) 12 12 0 
 
(If all guest paddlers become members we will nearly crack the 100 mark!) 
 

 
Program Officer 
Blair handed this role over to Peter Buckman. I understand one of the most challenging parts of 

this job is to develop an easy system on the computer and one which fits with your computer 

which I believe Peter worked on. Thank you Peter. 

 

Vice President 
Neville has performed this role for a few years. He has performed the President’s role when 

absent and has offered his wise advice on issues which I have found very helpful. Thank you 

Neville and wish you all he very best. 
 
Publicity 
This role was performed by Sandy but she has moved into ‘greener pastures’ and thanks to 

Alan who has spearheaded some of these activities, namely advertising for new members in 

the local newspapers with success. Les Evans was appointed into this role and has submitted 

to the Committee some exciting new ideas for promoting the Club. Judy Wilson has assisted by 

producing the Club newsletter which is always fun to read. She introduced a new idea of 

publishing personal profiles which is always interesting. Thank you everyone. 
 
Welfare Officer 
Again a big thank you to Anne for following up on all members who have been absent from the 

Club with injuries etc. I have been given feedback as to how nice this has been with Anne giving 

various members a phone call to check on their progress. 
 
Associate Members 
This is an important component of our Club and these members are always welcome. Such 

members have not been able to keep paddling for various reasons but have been active 

participants in the Club paddling and contributing to the running of the Club. 
 
Development of the Club 
We made it a priority to increase the membership of our Club and as mentioned above in the 

statistics we have succeeded in doing so. It is so wonderful to see our new members contributing 

to the Club soon after they joined. We read from this that they have settled in very quickly which is 

a testament to the fact that we are a friendly club. 
 
We have had Kevin Hall leading the charge in introducing some new paddles venues for example 

the Serpentine paddles and now proposing a trip to Kalbarri to do some paddles, walks, 

swimming, snorkelling, horse riding, bike riding, camping and enjoy the wildflowers. The 

Serpentine paddle is beautiful with lots of waterbirds and dolphins swimming in the waterways and 

some fun wending your way through some trees, scrub and watershoots. We look forward to a 

variety of paddles next year. 

 As mentioned above Ritchie and Blair and others have contributed some useful ideas on safety 

whether it be some methods of rescuing which we have practised on Safety Days or improving our 

Pre Paddle briefing or most importantly working on risk management so we can strengthen the 

Club in this respect. This has involved encouraging paddlers to be responsible for themselves by 

ensuring their craft and themselves are fully kitted out with appropriate equipment, and putting 

policies in place which ensure paddlers are not putting themselves and other paddlers at 

unnecessary risk. Safety is a joint role involving Committee making appropriate decisions re 

paddling and paddlers taking responsibility for themselves. This is necessary as paddling is a 



dangerous sport so we need to be vigilant at all times. 
 
Also Peter Buckman developed comprehensive criteria for life membership. This provides a clarity 

to the Club on the deservingness of such. A copy of this is available at this meeting. Thank you 

Peter. 
 
President 
I wish to thank everyone for their support and making the Club such good fun and a friendly and 

supportive place to come to. It has been an honour to be President and like all responsible jobs it 

has had its challenges but I know I have grown through these which has been a gift. Thank you. 

 

Rosemary Mero 
 
President 
 


