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REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE OVER 45 SOCIAL CANOE CLUB FOR 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON FEBRUARY 24, 2017. 

 

 

 

Another action packed year has passed.  Whilst we are a small Club members make their own 

unique contribution to make this Club a success.  Some of these contributions are particular 

skill sets such as reading the weather conditions thereby assisting with good decisions to 

make paddling safe and more enjoyable, assisting other members particularly new members 

with their paddling techniques to name but a few.  Just as valuable are those who contribute 

socially in raising the spirit of the group by cracking jokes, playing practical tricks or just 

seeing the funny side of things. 

 

All committee members have made valuable input during the year: 

 

Safety Officer 

 

Brian has distributed information on marine safety regulations via stickers to place on our 

kayaks.  He has also played an active role on the sub-committee realigning our Constitution 

in line with the new one put out by the Dept. Commerce.   He is always willing to assist 

where a task has to be completed.  Thank you Brian. 

 

An important part of safety is our pre-paddle talk which outlines several important safety 

rules to adhere to.  I thank everyone for their patience in attending this as at times it can be a 

little tedious but at the same time it is a reminder on what we are all to do. 

 

Secretary 

 

Sue as usual has been our ‘rock’ by thinking ahead at all times on all matters affecting the 

running of the Club.  Everyone has been very appreciative of this. 

 

Treasurer 

 

Rick thank you for being so meticulous and dedicated to this role and particularly for 

bringing in changes to streamline the bookkeeping e.g. requesting members to deposit their 

monies directly into the Club bank account for our various social events. 

 

Social Convenors 

 

Pam and Alan you have worked in thiss capacity for a long time and are just as enthusiastic 

today as you were when you first took on this role.  The social occasions such as our 

Anniversary dinner, Xmas dinner and incidental social dinners have all been enjoyable as I 
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am sure most members would agree.  You are also willing to try new dinner/lunch venues 

which provides us with a variety of experiences. 

 

There is also an enormous amount of organisation goes into the Annual camp, Mandurah, 

Rottnest and Moore River.  These camps aid in bonding us all through sharing 

accommodation having a variety of day paddle experiences whether it be in the ocean, 

estuary or river all capped off by hilarious fun at night sharing and eating dinner together. 

 

Equipment Officer 

 

Thank you Terri for keeping a tab on where our various kayaks are housed and other items. 

The Club has a banner which we are endeavouring to obtain from Ron and Kitt and this will 

be useful in putting on show at our various paddle venues and where we stop for coffee 

breaks etc. We have various people often asking us who we are and what we are all about so 

such will assist us in promoting the Club. 

 

 Membership Officer. 

 

Blair has handled both this portfolio in the main as the Membership Officer initially 

appointed was not able to be available often enough to do justice to this role.  Thank you 

Blair for handling both this role and Program Officer as it is a very ‘meaty’ job and therefore 

time consuming.  There have been challenges which Blair has dedicated his time in handling 

these well. 

 

Like all clubs, new membership is our life blood and is not the only way a club can thrive but 

sometimes it is the only way a club can survive.  With an older demographic however there is 

a natural attrition of members as health issues force some to change their status to a non 

paddling Associate Member or simply leave the club completely.  This year we had 3 people 

resign as they were not capable of attending our Friday paddles on a regular basis.  We also 

had 5 members change to Associate Member for health and fitness reasons.  However a club 

drive for new members this year has been very successful with the addition of 6 new 

members.  We currently sit at 81 members, 10 Associate members and 3 Life Members. 

 

I would also like to acknowledge the passing of Karin Frederickson who has been a dear 

friend and longstanding keen member of our club. 

 

Program Officer 

 

Once again Blair performed this role.  He has used skills in getting the right mix of North and 

South of the River paddles, club events, club social functions and of course that all important 

coffee stop.  We added two new events to  the program this year by bringing back an old 

favourite being the Moore River camp which was well attended with everyone having a 

fabulous weekend.  We also added a Mandurah Serpentine River paddle.  Sadly we said 

goodbye to an evergreen paddle being the Bindoon weekend camp.  Low water levels and an 

increase in ‘water grass’ made paddling on Lake Chittering almost impossible.  The one 
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important factor for the program is of course the weather and this year has been no exception 

with several paddles having to be cancelled for safety reasons.  Caught up in this were the 

moonlight paddles. 

 

Vice President 

 

Neville your assistance to me and standing in where needed has been very supportive.  Your 

assistance and encouragement to others on the Committee I am sure has been very much 

appreciated.  Your ability to seek ways of resolving problems has been invaluable. 

 

Publicity 

 

Many thanks to Sandy who did our newsletter at the beginning of the year but was unable to 

continue due to other commitments. Then a thank you to Alan who bridged the gap with our 

newsletter  until Judy Wilson took over and did an excellent job on our last newsletter. Thank 

you Judy. 

 

Thank you Alan for  spearheading our publicity campaign by arranging advertising on radio 

and in local newspapers.  We have had a very good response to this as mentioned above re 

numbers of new members this year.  

 

Welfare Officer 

 

A big thank you to Anne who has shown much sensitivity in handling this task and for being 

dedicated in following up on members’ welfare when they are not travelling so well.  It was 

suggested  that  members be encouraged to advise the Welfare Officer when they have 

knowledge of members being unwell. 

 

Committee members 

 

A big thank you to Ron, Terry and Ken.  Thank you Ken for your wise input and willingness 

to see the other side of an argument.  Also thanks for handling the storage and transport of 

one of the club kayaks as this has enabled guest/potential members to try their hand at 

kayaking before diving in the deep end and purchasing a kayak. 

 

Ron thank you for all your work on two sub-committees, one to examine issues around early 

start times in the summer and having alternative venues on programmed ocean paddles and 

the other looking at changes in our Constitution to accommodate the Dept. of Commerce 

suggested new Constitution. 

 

Terry a special vote of thanks to you for your giant contribution to the Club in the capacity as 

President on two occasions, committee member over several years, leading paddle groups on 

countless occasions, assisting with your experience in adverse weather conditions, winning 
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Paddler of the year indicating your regular attendance on paddle days and your very dry sense 

of humour which we all enjoy.  We will miss you on the Committee.    

 

Paddle Attendance 

 

Peter Miller - bronze 100 paddles, Selina Michell and  John Froyland  silver 200 and Terry 

Paddler of the Year 44 out of possible 50!  Congratulations everyone. 

 

Development of the Club 

 

As mentioned above we have prioritised increasing our membership numbers due to the 

natural attrition rates.  We have a sub-committee appointed to develop an ongoing plan to 

maintain advertising the Club. 

 

Also Blair organised and designed  some very attractive Club ‘business’ cards to be printed 

and distributed to some members on the committee.  These have been handed out to 

individuals and some canoe/kayaking clubs. 

 

As mentioned we have the Club banner which we intend fully utilising to promote the 

visibility of the Club. 

 

It is hoped that the new Committee is able to continue the above strategies in promoting new 

membership. 

Members have expressed the wish to locate some new camp venues so we encourage 

members to bring to the new committee some suggested venues which we can explore for 

their suitability. 

 

The moonlight paddles were interrupted through adverse weather conditions it is hoped that 

members will patronise these as they have been a spectacular event in the past and a very nice 

way to spend an evening on the river ending up with a picnic dinner. 

 

The required changes to the Constitution need to be completed so they are in line with the 

model Constitution by the Dept. of Commerce. 

 

Happy paddling everyone for 2017. 

 

Rosemary Mero 

President 
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